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August 1l1lth
1l 9 3 2

Miss Minnie V. Sandberg,
152 Madisson Avenue,
New York City, N.Y.

Dear Miss Sandberg, -

Your letter of August 9th and wire of August 1llth
arrived in the office and were opened in Miss Thomas' absence
from the city on vacation. She will be in town at the end of
the week. but, as the Treasurer's Department of our Society is
the one which cares for travel, etc. in connection with our
own missionaries, your letters, for the present, were turned
over to me.

We are glad to know that Miss Kirk has now been
definitely appointed to Ginling College.

A party of our own missionaries are travelling to
the East. via "Empress of Canada" sailing August 27th from
Vancouver, and we were fortunate in having accommodation for
another person in one of the rooms, which was not being utilized.
This made it an easy matter, therefore, to book passage tentative-
ly for Miss Kirk, and now that her appointment has been made
we shall make this definite.

Also, we shall now secure Miss Kirk's railway
ticket from Saskatoon to Vancouver, and supply her with an
amount for incidental expenses enroute to China.

In connection with her outfit allowance. I under-
stand there are different amounts according to the length of
term of appointment, and as this is not stated in your letter
I think, perhaps, it might save time if Mr. Carter were to
supply the amount required. However, if it is your wish that
all expenses be met by us and included in one bill to Mr.Carter
please let us know whether her appointment is for a three or
iive year term, Zhe amount for the latter, we understand, being

200.00.

I think this covers all the details of the journey,
but if there is anything else you think should receive our atten-
tion, please communicate with us as soon as possible

Sincerely yours,

I)/_j-// g B
%ﬂﬂ/& “}L :
Assistant Treasurer.




Ginling College,
Nanking,
April 18,1934,

Dear

I want to tell you about our expedition to Tai Shan, the largest
and most famous of the five sacred mountains of China, During the
two wyears I have been at Ginling I have heard enthusiatic reports
of two previous expeditions that it seemed a thrilling thing to do.
Ve thought for a time that bandits in that area of Shantung would
prevent our going but we started off the Monday morning following
Faster Sunday,

We got up at the early hour of 5,I5 ,for our bedding roll had to
be at a certain door by 6, My sleepihg mate and I had packed ours
before, but my morning leisure was complicated by the necessity of
packing a food basket with foreign food for those of us who did not
want to eat Chinese food for the next four days. It almost r‘ssed the
baggage truck,, but not quite, so then I breathed more easil
It was & sunny day and that made us relieved for we had rainy dull
weather for a week.,.and we had visions of mountain climbing in the
rain. By 7.50 we were all piled into trucks, happy and anticipat-
ing the adventure., As we drove away and left a row of people on the
steps seeing us off, we wondered just what they thought.."LuCky:"
or "I'm glad I'm staying home where I can get a restfu}l holidays"
In our pockets we were supposed to have not more than $2 and if we
vallued our wristwatches we were advised to leave-them at home, The
finances ware being looked after by a committee so we trabelled
with no cares on our shoulders.

I'4

"We? were 72 students( I forgot that two of them were mothers of
students; two were alumnae and nine of us were teachers) and one
min servant, Arrived at the Bund we boarded the old ferry { recently
we have acquired a fine train ferry) and there Miss Vautrin who was
the "head" of the party told us her story for the morning, Awake
before the first morning bell rang, she heard a crying and sobbing
and on investigation she found that the noise came from her clothes
closet, Opening the door, she found her Tai Shan walking stick cryilg

bitterly, and saying: "Take me back to Tai Shan! Take me backs It's
ten years since I've been theredl" As Minnie siad, such an appeal cou
not go unanswered and for proof there was her alpenstock, made of
walnut with carved dragon hcad and her own name in Chinese characters

carved near the top. This amused the girls and a1l of us. We did nof
have much time to see the Yangtze that morning, but there were the
usual fishing smacks or rather sailboats and sampans , and the
gunboats; and the wind blew coldly, and made us adk ouselves if we
had brought a liberal supply of clothing. At ten we boarded whet

we called variowsly as our "Third Class Private Car® or "Our .
Happy Home®, An efficient beggage committee had stoed our luggage in-
gide in the four quarters respeotively. It looked a pretty blg

task to get all the bedding down.. but we supposed that might be
accomplished,given some thought . We were literally packed in like
sardines. In our quarter there werc allotted ten pairs of sleepers;
we were number IO and I do not want to ga by a numner for many of

my dayse.

Now I shall) draw a diagram of our sedtion and it will show
our layout.
2..'
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In one scct@on two adventurous souls cimbed into the baggage racks,
but it required a lot of cour.ge, After the first night there were
vnrlsd complaints of the slecping accomodations ( always good-natured
oncsj g NQ'S 2 and % said their covcrs continually slipped away from
thcm; prairs 6 and 7 had a continual fight to keep their pillows beside
‘he danger of falling off; our chief comp aint then and thereafter

78 lack of length; invariably we would find basins and baskets at
our fee;. Right behind me was a door and once* a night I would wake
up feeling cold and find that the sliding doors had jiggled apart
severgl inches; I wondered about the possibility of being lost in
transit, I hcard no objections voiced by thc other pairs , except
that.one half of No,II could not find enough space to put down her
bedding; she was transferred to anothcr part of the "happy home" and
I heard rumors to the effect that it took half an hour's planning to
get hcr stowed in,

Tbe first day we were on the train from IO a,m, to ecarly the ncxt
morning, I shall dispose of the day's occupations undcr hcadings,.

I. We unrolled bedding in order, laid it out and made ourselves
comfortable with rugs and cushions, It was a de luxe way of travelling
third for the chief fault with "third" is thc hardness of the seats.

2, We rcad, played checkers, or dominocs, or bridge, began diaries,
and_I gave a lesson in crocheting an afghan and can report most
satisfactory progrees in my pupil. My"chesterficld"socks caused a gooc
dcal of merrimcnt, but thcy came in handy in traversing the car, becau
stocking feet was the approved way.

3« At some station we clambered atit. At Pengpou we saw the girls
buy (four for a dollar) thec cooked orange colored fowl ( orange from
the cooking process); we havc similar delicacies herc in Nanking they
are chocolate colored, At another station we madc a scramble for the
wicker baskets displaycd ncar the train, and came back laden down,
This detail greatly complicztcd our homeward trip. Herc we brought out
our cups and got them full of boiling water, the only kind that can
t¢ trusted to be purc, Bur committce had donc some haranguing with
& jrain boy for hot and cold water but hc asked a ridiculously high
rrice, 30 we depended on our servant getting a kettle or two at
ach station where wc stopped for any length of time, Imagine, if you
can, cleaning your tceth with hot water!

4. Although we were settled on the floor we did try occasionally
to get up and watch how the scenery changed as wc went north. Rice
fields gave way to wheat fields that wcrc larger in area; the country
was flatter and there werc fewer and fewcr ponds, It was "dry-farming
as some onc explained, The whcat was becautifully green., I noticed tho
much of it was planted in a way that reminded me of the "rowed crops"
at home: two rows thcn a spacc of I2 to I6 inches left bare, The coun'-
ry though flat was pretty for therc wcre clumps of trces hcrc and
there, Wc saw more whcclbarrows on the roads; the houses wcre thatched
differently and J thought the ~ir seemed dricr,

5, We atc, Ncar us was a suitcase packcd with extra Yeats® and as
we played games on the floor oranges chocolatcs, raisins and cookies
rained down on us, Thecn meal-time came and we found there were distinc
ndvantages to such ordinary objccts as a tablc, chairs and lack of
motion, The girls sat still and a committee passed the food along
thc line, We who ate forcign food tried to cat, if possible, when th
car stopped, but that was not always convenient,

6. The amusement committee had made some songs for us for special
occasions so we learncd them « One was to bec sung when we were
going up the mountain, another when we visitcd thc tomb of Confucius.

7. We slept about 2.30 when quiet hour was proclaimed. There was
distinctly less noise, though perhaps it ncver got to the quict stage
and many had a gocd recst.

8., We talked and got bettcr acnuaintod with our ncighbors, Miss
Vautrin rcad from somc books about the places we werc going to sec,

9, I liked just to survcy thc sceon around met girls chatting and
rcading, perched high or low; =usp.nded from the iron crossbeams
were coats and sweaters and }ackcts =2nd pairs of shocse... anything
that could be hung., It was a grcat conglomcrationand it reminded me
of the peeps I used to get occasionnlly into " tourist cars" as they
came through Saskatchewan, I rcmemborced how I pitied them... and now

L
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I think that no tourist car could be more hectic than this one and yct
we enjoyed it ‘

Tucsday we arrived at Taian, a city of 30,000 pcople about 5140,
We were up before that and when the train stopped we washcd out on
‘he platform and ate our breakfast, We heaved a gigh of relief for th
sunng augurcd well for our day's outing. Kot far from wherc our car

S stranded were the 72 chairs, flimsy=-looking, appearing to he jus*
7 fcw pieces of bamboo lashed together nonc too sccurely, However, th v
veérc much more comfortablc than the morec elaborate chairs we uscd to
ascend the mountain at Kuling, To our lcft as we started was the
intcresting Pagoda Hill but we had not time tostop to cxpldsc that,
We fgrmod a long line and we were interested in the way these bearers
carried their loads., They shiftcd the burden in three differcnt pos-
1&10n§: 80 that thc strap came around the back of their ncckss so
that it came over thec left shoulder; so that it cumc over the right
shouider, 'The timing for thesc changes was well managcd. When the
burden came over their shoulders, it mecant that we rodc with a quecr
31dcways motion that we thought very smooth, At first we all felt 1like
walklpg but wcrc adviscd against it sincc this was casy walking.»2nd
carrying... and we would be doing the bearers a kindness if we rescrv
our energy for stceper places, We forcigners felt we werc a heavy
burdcnlln comparison withthe Chinese girls but somconc consoled us
by saying that we were no heavicr than Chinese men would be, Soon, my
two carriers said I was hcavy and could I give them extra moncy, I
told them I was not so heavy as the menwere whd they agrecd. As to
Baylgg extra tips I expl-ined that it was strictly against the rulcs,
They askcd me and the others frequcntly but we staycd by our
?ﬁrgain « I think Miss Vautrin had the best answ-r to their insistent
"No one will know," She said to them, " I would know :nd you would
snow and heaven would know," And thcy agrced that that was so,

We skirted the city of Taian which sccmed to be a city of stonc,
Conrtyards, walls of houses, p~vemcnts fences,.211 scemcd made of stor
gf‘en with no mortar holding the scparatc blocks togcrher., Therc was r
}wsk of material for we passcrd over somec of the stonicst country I
Nave Cver seene, You may be intcrested to knew how the distance scems
the bcarers, It takes about 6 hours to go up, and le¢ss than two hours
to dcscend., The bearers say that it is I5 milcs up and 5 miles down,

+
L

We crossed a flat plain and had 2 vicw of Tai Shan, Scholars have
called it Thc Father -in-law Beak, thought to bc the oldest of the
sacrcd peaks.,It appeared rugged And rocky with 1littlc vegctation. Ve
made out 2a formation of rock in thc shaps of a man's facc in reposec,
It looked hard and inflcxible cnough. At first the flights wore short
and gradual with flat spaces between. The road was splcndidly paved wi
stone and for much of thc way a wall of stonc skirts onc side of the
road., Books statc variously that therc are 5640 or 6000 stcps. Cur
first stop was 2t a tecmple just beside the road, Ve saw there a pries!
vho had becn "translated" as he mcditated for months at a2 time, ¥ sav
for the firstime the nlcoves in separate reccsses whcrc worshippers v
Spcnd the night, These alcoves were perhaps 8' by 5' by 4' with
rounding conercte roofs, Just outsidc was a gorgcous pine with flat
long branchcs extending over the road, It is known as the Han Pinc,
1t is supposed to date back to 200 A.D, Throughout that day w
rcre continually reminded of the long ccnturies of traditions, Her
2 quotationt "Pai Shan was holy ground for at lcast 2000 years boefer
Cirist. Centuries beforc Moscs sought Jchovah on Sinz2i's hcights, pil-
grim scckers after God were toiling up thy rocky steeps. Into thc
flinty granite of thy crags thcy chisclled dcep thcir votive charactcr
and the winds and rains of agcs have washcd them smocth again, but the
marks of those ancicnt loynlties are still in this pcople's soul. All
the kingdoms and civilizations of authentic history have riscn and
crumbled since worship becgan upon thy summit, cxccpt indced thc race
and civilisation whcnece thy pdlgrims camc of old and still do comc to
worship..® s The road, the templcs, the shrines belonged to ancient
times,., so0 that it wa-s difficult to realize just how long ago they

came into existence,
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1 enjoyed hearing the names of sowme of the temples and clifis
along the route, I shall quote some of them here: Heavenly Tempest
Tower; Temple of Augmented Happiness; Moon Contemplation Summit;
South Facing Grotto where the Clouds Form; The Tablet of a Hundred
Thousand Feet; The Mount of Facing Pines; Gateway of the Dragon; Arch
Sf Ascent to the Fairies; Peach Orchard GlenjCave of the Veil of
Spraye.

_ To our left most of the way was a steep gorBge and emptying into
it smaller gorges from openings in the mountain side. Here and there
glant pines grew, seemingly out of sheer rock. A feature which
1pterested those who read Chinese was the smoothed faces of rock
with inscriptions cut in, written there in stone by pilgridms to
commemorate some great blessing.

I shall never forget the beggars,seatcd on the ground or 8<:t:od
on the low wall at the side , watching their wicker baskets and
pleading with us to give them something. At times the chair bearers
had to 1ifé the chairs higher to pass over a beggar who crouched
right in the middle of the path, Mothers here and there were lustily
tgaching small children the trade, The children followed us some
distance and @ried on us to put some coppers into the ragged caps
they held out. Part way up I thought of counting the number of begga
but decided that would be a poor way to spend the climb, Most of thc
men, women and children looked well-fed, though some were in rags; Ww
were told that many of them were not professional beggars but member:
of the tea-houses along the way of country people come to earn a few
cents in a slack season, On April 3, the day we went, there were fe
pilgrims, so few beggars. On festival days they are literally
thousands of beggars. They tell a story of an ingenious o0ld beggar.
He had no less than ten separate bnskets placed on ten successive
flights of steps, and from an almost inaccessible height in the rock
~tove, he kept watch over his baskets and-called on the passers-by
to take pity on his forlorn condition, A good example of " high-
pressure" beggingl

We stopped at the "Half-Tay House® and the carriers and those who
felt fagged got tea or ate the fruit they had brought along. Here
we found rubbings on sale, paper impressions taken from stones with
the pattern cut away. The rubbings may show artistic characters, Or
paintings of famous artists, I 1liked particularly the Confucius and
the seasonse One set of seasons represents the seasonal changes by
changes in the .positions of bamboo trees, and these are hung when
mounted with winter at the extreme right and spring, summer and fall
to the left. Another set signifies the seasons by four typical
flowers,

From here we could see the South Heavenly Gate which was almost
oygr destination, and we gasped aswe saw the very long steep flight
leading up to this gate, sandwiched in between cliffs of rock. But
we had plenty of time to prepare ouselves for the last climb for
it was some distance there. The last stretch was breath-taking.The>
arc extravagant stories told in China about the steepness of this
part of the climb. One fable tells that as you walk, you lean forws
so sharply that you can se€ only the heels of the person in front o
you, It is true that the treads of the steps are extremely narrow
ind makes imperative the good method which the bearers have of
walking not straight ahead but sideways. Arrived at the South
Heavenly Gate we had a fairly level mile or more to go. Before
starting on the last lap we rested 2nd had tea, and looked down at
the imperial yellow tiled temple near the gateway. Then we passed
through the the Heavenly Street Villaze, a group of tea-houses,
unusual becausc of the sighs over their doors: a buffalo, a basket
etc- much like the signe over inn-doors in Englind. Here the thatch-
roofs were "weighted down toO resist the violent winds that sweep
over from the north.," Then a few more f1ights, past a tiny shrine of
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Lao-tse, founder of the Taoist faith to the Temple of the Princess of
Tai Shan, wheee our bearers sat down with many expressions of relief
and a rehewal of thier demands for extra money.

_ We looked in at this temple but decided that more important than
leht-seeing was getting some food, By this time it was 12,30, So I
tcok my steamer rug from the chair and spread it on a grassy ledge
nd several of us sat down, opened up our individual brown paper SAacCx
and made a hearty meal. The country around us was rocky and barren
we had s?ill some exploring to do on the heights above us. On the
first height was a marvellfu® jet-black dressed stone with gold
characters, On the highest point, Father-in-law Peak,was a pinkifh-
colored temple surrounded by a wall, Here in the fifteenth century th
temple of the Jade Emperor was built, Once arrived at the top we
looked at the pink temple and the five huge stones enclosed in the
yard iust outsidej the giant monolith fifteen feet high with bevelled
edges( and causing all sorts of conjectures as to how it got there for
geologists say it did not originate on the mountain); a Confucian
temple just below us ina secluded spot where the "Mother of Tai Shan"
reclines; fon. the Peak Where one Contemplates the Sun, we stood on
the Ancient Altar of Sacrifice, whcre emperors for centuries have com
to offer sacrifice and whcre people at the present time come to sec
the sun rise; in the vallcy below us the Wen river and its tributarie
and Taian below us; the"frog", a curious formation of stone 1like a
squatting frog with its nose in thc air and its mouth open » near whic
Confucius is said to havc stood and contemplated the landscape and
said that the earth was small; thc Cliff of the Love of Life, a wall ¢
rock 1000 feet high, where people camc to vow that if certain blessiny
were granted, such as the curing of 2 member of thier family, that
they would come and throw themseclves down as a sacrifice; herec Miss
Vautrin told us a story from her experience, of how she and a Ginling
cirl had been instrumental in keeping a Chinesec soldicr from committii
~nicideswe did not see the point whcre Confucius 1is said to have stood
'nd to have seen a white horse at Soochow, something of a phenomenon/

Wout three we started down, to the satisfaction of the bcaress wr
had been shouting to us for an hour that a storm was coming and we *h
should:Behrtback, On the top the wind had risen and we had put on
extra wraps, but now as wc decscended we were again in sunshine. The
men raced down and I could understand how some dared not look down
when the stcep flights were being gonc over., Of the way down I rememb
two things in particular, two purple crocuses lying in the road
which took me back to Saskatchewan springs.... and the kites. On the
plain at the foot of the mountain wcre a dozen boys with their kites
and other children looking on at this fascinating pastime., They were
tiny kites, shaped like a butterfly or a bird or made of circles
arranged in geometric pattern. As we passed I thought these boys
looked a little pityingly at us, and -I did envy them,

We had supper that night( five of us) at the Methodist Mission,
and more plecasant still, a bath in soft water. We were only sorry tha’
the rest could not enjoy these luxuries, but they did have a hot me2’
r rovideds When we came back at ten, the girls presented a good pig*®
of enjoyment, as they slept in spite of the disturbance of boy scout-
in the next car, street lights that shone directly in, and a crowd O
1oisy coolies outside. We climbed in the door near our beds (Bt the
;’kissiom I had bought 25 pounds of millet and the servant stored th=

ny for us...l had visions of having to use it as a pillow).We got
{ iashlight and pr@oceded to make our beds - a thing not fcasiblec befo
we left. I was afraid we would wake the sleepers. but thc gincral
query thé Acxt morning was, "When did you get back?" Everyonc rcport
a wonderful sleep, a great improvement on the first night.7hcn we
woke we found ourselvcs again stranded on a sid~ track threce hours
bearer home, at Choufou, *the nlace so0 closcly associated with Conrucl
From outside came the mornirg calls of a score or more of donkcys and

mules,a distinctly loncsom cound .

{
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Aftcr breakfast on this sunny mornithg, with just a touch of haz
in the distance, we climbed with much liughter into "Peking Carts",
two-wheeled, blue-hooded...and springlcss! Onc mulc was attached to
ach and two or three occupiéd one cart, It was an exhilarating ex-

rience, and I was reminded of Red River Carts, The country around
>vfcu is sandy, just the sort of land for a thoroughly successful
L-storm,

1

We formed a picturesque line as the 25 carts wound along, and my
cart-mate and I felt inspired to write a song, a parody on '""The
Battle Hymn of the Republic", I shal). ~uote it here, not bccausc of
its poetical lines, but becausc it docs give 2 summary of that day's
outings

At eight o'clock on Wedncsday we startcd out to see

The tomb of good Cnfucius who died some timc B.C.;

At first we took a Pcking cart and merrily did flce,.
Bump, bump, we bumped along,

Chorus: To the tomb of good Confucius ( thrce times)
Bump, bump, we bumpcd along,.

We had had so good a slcep we weren't at all tired;
And since it wasn't raining we just could not bc mired;
And with enthusiasm we were all c¢f us inspired;
Bump, bump, we bumpcd along.

Twenty-five bluc-hooded carts all in a lonc did go,

We jogged and jogged and jogged along, but oh, it was so slow;

To left and right and front of us, the frcsh spring whcat did gwvow
Bump, bump, wec bumped along.

The court-yards of Confucius wcre filled with scouts galores

¥iss Vautrin told us all she kncw of old Confucian loves
found it all so intcresting, wc thought it worth the bore,
To bump, bump, bump 2long.

At seven o'clock we rcachcd our homc, whcre on the track it stood:
We quickly washed away the dust, and scramblcd for our foodj;
Remade our b3Ads and climbed right in and found thom very good,

For we'd bumped, bumpcd bumpcd along,

That day wc did three chief things: visitcd the tomb of Confucius
(as the song does not lct you forget); had a hot Chin sc mcal in
the Methodist Missionji visited the Tcmple of Confucius still farthcr
on., It was a perfect day, in spitc of rising wind which made our
rcturn trip a dusty one, It was morc enjoyablc than thc day bcfore,
[ thought. Such an air of pcacc, and agec fillced the large enclosurc
herc the tombs of Confucius ang . his son, his grandson, and all the
raves of the many Kungs, higf relatives lic ¢ Therc woere many pcorl
“here, but the 500 yerrs old trcecs, the tece hc plantcd morc than
000 years ago, thc bcautiful rctirimg pavilions of Chien Lung and
mpcrors after him, the tiny bridges over vallcyg now grassy and dr
tt was a fine two house we spent there. And thc mplc was as lov
saw his well; the spot whcre his house had stood, and w< wondcr

bout the days he spent there with his desciples, Thce toemnmle itaclf
! '¥quisite with its famous dragon carved pillars ancd the yellow ti.e
1 1ike the interiors of Confucian templecs much bett.or than the Buadh
oncsy I like the blues and golds and the absence of tcrrifying grards
madc of stone or bronze, It was a grcat place for photographcrs butb
that~d&y there werc so many thcrc that it was difficult to get any
pictures without somc pczople slipy
around liked having th:-ir picturcs taken, a distinct contrast to

Nanking.

Then we spent a day in thc trainand arrived homc,not worn-out,

but with many mecmorics of thc four cxguisitc days wc had spcnt.
Florcnce Kirk

ipping in, And wo found that the peasen!
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August 23rd, 1935.

Miss Florence G. Tyler,
Building.

Dear Miss Tyler:

We quote herewith from a letter from Miss ¥lorence A. Kirk, dated August 16th,
1935, from 419 Ninth Street, Saskatoon, Sack., Caneada:

"I am planning to take at least two year courses at the University of
Saskatchewan in English literature. The university closes in April.
Then I expect to go to England for a month or two for summer courses
on my way back to China. I hope that it will be possible for me to
secure study allowance for the two semesters. Later I can give you
more definite information about courses if you require it."

The advice that we had from Miss Priest was to the effect that Miss Kirk had
completed a three year term and was entitled to receive the special furlough
allowance of 5/5 of the regular salary inasmuch as she is now planning to return
to Nanking after this year at home.

Will you kindly take up the question and see whether Miss Kirk is entitled to
study allowance and advise Miss Kirk and us as to the decision of the Board.

Very sincerely yours,

e

reasurer.




Miss Rebecca W. Griest
2J8 South Queen Street
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

My dear Miss Griest:

I have a letter here this mornin: for Mi:cs Tyler from
Mr. Carter. He quotes as follows from a letter from Miss
Kirk:

"I am planning to take at lecast two year-courses at the
University of Saskatchewan in English ‘iterature. The
University cloces in April. Then I exvect to go to
England for a month or two for summer courses on my way
back to China. I hope that it will be possible for me
Lo secure study allowsance for the two semesters. Later
I can give you more definite information about course:
if you require it.n

Mr. Carter himself then savs:

"The advice that we hLad rom Misc Pricst was to the effect
that Miss Kirk had completed a three y-ar term and was entitled
to receive the special furlough allowance of 3/56 of the regular
salary inasmuch as she is now lanning to return to Nanking after
this year at home.

"Will you kindly take up the question and see whether Mis:
Xirk is entitled to study allowance snd sdvise Mi:s Kirk and us
the decision of the Board."”

I have looked up her contract, which she signed in August 1932,
That contract form made no mention of = study allowance.. I am cending
& copy of this letter to Miss Hodge thinking that we might -:ve time
that way.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretury to Mics Tvle




Miss Rebecea W. Griest

<JE South Queen Strect
Lancaster, Pennsylvanis

My dear Miss Griest:

I have a letter here this morning: for Mics Tyler from
Mr. Carter. He quotes as follows from o letter from Miss
Kirk:

"I am planning to take at least two year-courses st the
University of Saskatehewan in B glish 'itersture. The
Unlversity cloces in April. Then I ex.ect to go to
England for a month or two for summer coursges on ny way
back to China. I hope that it will be possible for ne
to secure study allowance for the two semesters. Later
I ean give jyou more definite infommation about courses
if you recuire it.n

Mr. Carter himseif then says:

"The advice that we had “rom Miss ‘riest was to the effect
that Miss Kirk had completed a three ¥ ar temm and was entitled
to receive the s ecial furlough allowance of /5 of the regular
salary inasmuch as she is now lanning to return to lanking after
this year et home.

"Will jou kindly tuke up the cuestion and see whether Miss
Kirk is entitled to study allowsnce and advise Mi:s Kirk and us as
the decision of the Board.,”

I bave locked up her contract, which she signed in Avgust 1232,
That econtract form made no mention of a study allowance.. I am cending
& copy of this letter to Miss Hodge thinking that we might save time
that way.

Very sineerely yours,

Secretary to Miss Tyler
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GINiING COLLEGE CONTRACT FOR THREE YTAR TERM

I accept nn appointment to Ginling College, Nanking, China, as missionnry
teacher, for a2 term of threc years on the following basis:

1. Salary of $864. Gold par annum(1728 Moxican), to be paid by the
college; the same to begin upon arrival at Nanking and to cease
at doparture at end of torm.

Necessary travel to Nanking and return by the shortest route to be
paid by the college, the necessary items of expense incident to
travel to be a non-personal charge, and an 2llowance of $1.50 per day
to be granted for poersomal oexpenses.

Regular travel allowance and proportionate furlough salary, boginning
on arrival home by the most direct routs, to be givon those who expoct

to return to the College; one month's retiring allowance to be given
to those not expceting to return.

An educational allowaance not to excecd $200.00 may be grgnted during
furlough on the recommendation of the Board of Directors, nnd with
the approval of Ginling College Cormittee, it boing understood by
the applicant for such nllowance that cll terms of service oxcept tho
first ere for five yecars.

Medicnal and surgieal expenses to be paid by the college when incurred
according to College regulations.

A furnished room to be provided by the College.

Assignment of work to be made by the faculty, nll of whom share
in the extra=-curriculum activities of the Collcge.

In case of resignation before the temmination of tho cantract, for
other than ill health, certified to by the College physicinan 2nd one
other missionary physician, a proportionnl refund on travel shall
be made to the Collecge.

Nﬂme L) L) L] .

Dates + .« .+ &

The Ginling College Cormittee

to Ginding College for n tern

Chairman, ., .

DﬂtCo * * o o




INCORPORATED BY THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

MEMBERS BOARD OF FOUNDERS

DEAN HARRIETT M. ALLYN
MRS, L. L. ANEWALT

Miss ELIZABETH BENDER
MR. RUSSELL CARTER
MissS REBECCA W. GRIEST
DR. S. RALPH HARLOW
Miss MARGARET E. HODGE
MRS. CURTIS LEE LAWS
MissS GRACE LINDLEY

MRs. F. J. MCCONNELL
Miss SALLIE LOU MACKINNON
MRs. CHARLES K. Roys
MRS. CHARLES H. SEARS
DR. ROBERT E. SPEER
Miss LELA E. TAYLOR
Miss FLORENCE G. TYLER

GINLING COLLEGE
NANKING, CHINA

PRESIDENT
Miss YI FANG WU, PH. D

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
ADDRESS, 156 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK, N. Y

Miss MARGARET E. HODGE, CHAIRMAN
RUSSELL CARTER, TREASURER

MiSss FLORENCE G. TYLER. SECRETARY

29, 1935

Dear liss hodge:

DENOMINATIONS « COOPERATING

WOMEN'S AMERICAN BAPTIST
FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY

DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN
MISSIONARY SOCIETY,
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

BOARD OF MISSIONS, METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH

WOMEN'S FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY, METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS,
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S.A.

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS,
REFORMED CHURCH IN THE
U. 8.

UNITED CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY

ASSOCIATION FOR CHRISTIAN
WORK, SMITH COLLEGE

I think the attached is self-ex lanatory. I shall get the
see if there 1s anything more

4

Fnclosed is the notice about the me tings.
0.%., Have had a little difficulty with my typiang today for I

tried to cut my thum off last night; however I didn't succeed and

material from the B tist files and
i

it about Miss Kirk.

I h();)()

it is all

1 reckon it will be all right eventually after it has thoraughly

saturated me ang(nu/ apartment and everybody else with the
of lodoform.

A card from Miss Tyvler said
wow I am departing for Knickerbocker Villa
comp eted there check-up on

yesterday.
my lease.

references.

They have finally

They certainly do a thorough enough job.

Sincerely yours,

they were starting for

re

£C

smell

sign

ﬁw{a-ﬁ)ﬂ/w"‘ ce—

—_—




August 23, 1935

Miss Rebecca W. Griest
208 South Queen Street
Lancaster, Pa.

My dear Miss Gri st:

I have had a letter from Mis:c Hodge about Miss Kirk
today znd I have wkitten Mr. Carter as oer the enclosed
copy. 1 am also enclosing a copy of the contract which
I have here which was signed by Mi:zs Sandburg. As you see
that psragra h is missing.

I am going to get all the material sti1l up in the
Baptist office at the first oprortunity and see if that
has any information sbout Miss Kirk in it.

8incerely yours,

Secretary to Miss Tyler




¥r. Byssell Carter
156 Fifth Avenue
dew YOrk. Cltj

My dear Mr. Carter:

Miss Lawrence has consulted both Miss Griest and me
to the reply for you to make to Miss Xirk's rc f
allowance.

Apparently she signed & s ecial contr-et for as you
see on the attached copy there is no mention of 13
And in Dr. Wu's Jetter to Micc Tyler she nade o mention

Kirk's studying but she did say that they expected her to
to Ginling. I think therefore the only think that vou can
to tell her that you wilil have to bring the matter before
Board of Founders at their meeting on $ptember 19. At t
time I would suggest that you asck her if she is

back for the five year term. I am uwite wil

rejuest to the Board of Founders.

Very sincerel:

Margaret E. Hodge,

o q
s

vill

1lowsuice.
>f Mi.s

r-turn

the

sSaune




For Mrs. MacMillan

EXCERPT FROM LETTER FROM MISS FLORENCE KIRK TO MISS HODGE
September 13, 1935

Address:419 Ninth Street, Saskatoon, Saskatchawan, Canada

"I should be glad to do whatever speaking I can for Ginling @llege
and about China as I have seen it. It appears that I shall have
numerous opportunities to speak; so far invitations have come from
W.M.8. groups, Mission Cirgles, Sunday Schools, and day schools,
that I have had some connection with. R gina College, where I
taught previously to going to Ginling has ask:d me to sepend a week
or two there to visit and help with student Christian work. In
this conneetion I consider the Ginling 'movie' would be an invaluable
aid in stimulating young peoplgBs interest. Could you find out for
me if it would be possible to have the 'movie! sent here for use
some time during the year, and if so, when would it be available?

"Many women here speak appreciatively of their contact with
Dr. Wu when she visited S8askatoon. Whatever follow-up work I can do
with Women's College Club I shall be gelighted to do. I feel the
W.M.S. of the United Church of Canada is interested in Ginling
College and the organization would, I think,become a cooperating
board if conditions were a little more prosperous. I doubt the
wisdom of pressing it right now, but think anything we can do to
strengthen their interest in the work of Ginling will pave the way
Hr the future.

"With cordial wishes for a grand year,

yours sincerely,

(S84gned) Florence A. Kirk
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0CT 15618

EXCERPT FROM LETTER FROM FLORENCE A. KIEK
419 Ninth Street, Saskatoon, Sask.
September 13, 1935

Miss Margaret E. Hodge
Chairman, Bard of Bunders
Ginling College

156 Fifth Avenue

New York City

Dear Miss Hodge:

"This is a belated reply to your letter of welcome and enquiry
dated August 19th. I appreciate your thoughtfulness.

"Because my Mother is frail and my sister, during my absence,
has had too heavy responsibilities I have decided to spend most of
the year here at home. I am planning to take two year courses in
English at the University of Saskatchewan in this city - that is,
two-fifths of a regular year's work. Then about next May, I want to
go to England, and spend what time I can in the British Isles before
returning to China by way of the Suez Canal. There I would study,
attend lectures, and by travelling, try to get some background for
the wbrk I have to do in English Literature."

oo
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COPIES TO
——>> Miss Hodge
File

September 23, 1935

Miss Fleorenece Kirk
413 Npnth Street
Sagkatoon
Saskatchewan, Canada

My dear Miss Kirk:

Inasmuch as you are planninz to return to Ginling for five years
the Board of Pounders voted at its recent meeting to grant a study al-
lowanece to you pew for the coming year's work, the amount of the grant
hot %o exceed $200 which is the maximum set by the Ginling College Com-
E:ttee for such grants. The exact amount of the grant will have to be

ixed after you have correc onded with the Curriculum Advisory Committee
garding eourses, ete. Tris committee is composed of the following
mombers:

Professor S. Ralph Harlow, Chairman. Smith College.
Mrs. Charles X. Roys
Migg Rebecca W. Gricst (substituting for Miss MecKinnonm).

I would suggest that you write to Miss Tyler or to one of them in her
care and the matter will be brought before the comm ttee at once.

We are all so glad that the Board took this action and that you
you will be able to doidjie desired studying this winter.

You will be inter.sted to know that Mr. Lobenstine accepted the
election to membership on the Board of Founders and seemed much plessed
at this op ortunity to be of service to Ginling.

The movie film arrived in time for us to show it at the mecting
and we are all delighted with it.

Very sincercly yours,

Margaret E. Hodge, Chairman




September 26, 1935

Dear !liss Hodge:

This is a belated reply to your letter of welcome and enquiry dated
August 19. I appreciate your thoughtfulness.

Because my mother is frail, and my sister, during my absence, has
had too heavy resgpnsibilities, I have decided to spend most of the year
here at home. I am planning to take two year courses in Fnglish at the
University of Saskatchewan in this city--that is, two-fifths of a regular
year's work. Then, about next lay, I want to go to England, and spend
what time I can in the British Isles before returning to China by way of
the Suez Canal. There I would study, attend lectures, and by travelling
try to get some background for the work I have to do in English Literature.

I shall be glad to do whatever speaking I can for Ginling College
and about China as I have seen it. It appears that I shall have numbBous
opportunities to speak; so far invitations have come from W,M.S. groups,
Mission Circles, Sunday Schools, and day schools that I have had some con-
nection with. Regina College, where I taught previously to going to Gin=-

ling, has whked me to spend a week or two there to visit and help with stu-
dent Christian work. In this connection, I consider the Ginling "movies"
would be an invaluable aid in stimulating young people's interest. Could
you find out for me if it would be possible to have the "movies" sent hewe
for use some time during the year, and if so, when would it be available?

Many women here speak appreciatively of their contact with Dr. Wu
when she visited Saskatoon. Whatever follow=up work I can do with Women 's
College Club I shall be delighted to do. I feel the W.M.S. of the United
Church of Canada is interested in Ginling College, and the organization
would, I think, become a cooperating hand if conditions were a little more
prosperous. 1 doubt the wisdom of pressing it right now, but think anything
we can do to strengthen their interest in the work of Ginling will pave the
way for the future.

I almost feel I know you from your letters. I hope I may really
know you some time,

With cordial wishes for a good year, [ am
Yours sincerely,

(Florence A. Kirk)




October 1lat, 1838.

Miss Floremce A. Kirk,
419 Hinth Street,
Sasgkatoon, Saskatawen, Ccnada.

My dear Miss Kirk:

When I wrote you September 23rd your letter to me shout your plsns
had been sent to & member on Committee on Piucaticnsl Advice and co I did not
have it vefore me to answer. It has come vaek to me and &8 such a nicoe letter
that I wish to thamk you for it. A cogy of it {s being sent to the committce
and you will soom hear from them I have no doutt.

I do not womder that you want to be at home most of the zinter. What
a joy it will be to you and to your mother to te tozether. I also kmow you will
want to enjoy the study which you are mapping out. I can see what an advantage
4t would be for you to be im the British Isles before returning and certainly
hope world situations will be so that yocu can safely 2o throvgh the Suez Canele

I am giving to Mrs. MacMillan a copy of what you sey abcut being wilding
to speak and wanting the movie and she will write to you as she 1 in charge of that
part of the work. OShe will also tell you how che feels you can best cooperate.

Thank you for your suggestions about the W. M. S. of the United Chureh
of Canada. We will have them om our list of people to- be eultivated, sending them
interesting imformation as it comes and hoping it will soom be time io ask them

to cooperate fimancially.

¥ith many thanks for your friendly letter and apologles for not having
answered it soomer, believe me,

Cordially yours,

MEN:MEA
Signed in Miss Hodge's absence.




October 1=t, 1935,

Miz=s Florence A. Kirk,
419 Hinth Street,
Saskatoon, Saskatewan, Caneda.

My dear Miss Kirk:

When I wrote you September 22rd vour letter to me about your plans
had been sent to a member ofyCommittee on Fducetionsl Advice and so I did not
have it before me to answerZ It has come beck to ue and is such e nice letter
that I wish to thamk you for it. A copy of it is being =zent to the committee
and you will soom hear from them I have no doubt.

I do not wonder that you want to e at home most of the winter. What
a Joy it will ve to you and to your mother to be together., I also know you will
want to enjoy the study which you are mapping out. I can see what an advantage
it would be for you to be in the British Isles before returning and certainly
hope world situations will be so that you can safely go through the Suez Canal.

I am giving to Mrs. MacMillan & copy of what you say about being willing
to speak and wanting the movie and she will write to you &s she is in charge of that
part of the work. &he will also tell you how she feels you ean best cooperate.

Thank you for your suggestions about the W. M. S. of the United Church
of Canada. We will have them om our list of people to be cultivated, seading them
interesting information as 1t comes and hoping it will soon te time to ask them
to cooperate financially.

With many thanks for your friendly letter and apologies for not having
answered it soomer, believe me,

Cordially yours,

MEN:MEA
Signed in Miass Hodge's absence.
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Dear Miss Griest, LA WMo A - Ltﬂﬂf jzz/aug

The best news we heve t» report is the safe arrivel yestorday of

four of our feculty members from Wuchang: Liu En<lan, Veng “ingwdjew,
Hwang Difln~mei, and Miss Yen, Liu En-len will be writing you soon
ebout their theilling journey,.. tke kind of journmey it ts more -fun
to remember than to experiemce.,.five days by train, hourly expecting
bombing during deylight hours, a broken-down engine,.. hair-breedt"
missing of bombings et stations; errivel in Canton & quarter of an
hour before a raids; the catching of a boat out of Hongkong the same
dey they arrivedj a five day "deck passage" from Hongkong.,.. ete,
As_you can imegtne no part cf the long trip (Dec, 22rd to Jenuary 2}
wvas comforteble or pleasant, end when they arrived they said they
felt very much like refugees, in need of baths, drink, and e diet more
varied then rice. TBis seemed the best kind of New Year gift we -
could have wished for, It wasa coincidernce theat at $unday morning at
breakfast, Ruth and I were¢ discussing the prebebiiities—of when these
girle might get here, and while we were still eating, there came a
telegram from AMOY saying they wereleaving Hongkong Tuesday by the
"Teineny Thkis took esome figuring ocut, fer the telegram had been s ent
from Amoy on the 30th, We phoned and foumd out that the "Teinan" was
due at noon! 8¢ it wesiucky that i{ arrived when it did: or the
telegram was the explanation, "Delsyed on Chinese linea'é

£fo Ruth and?deeided there would be ne church for ue yesterday morning,-
BY 11 o"clock we found the boat was due at one, We had an earlv lunmch
and at noom took the bus te the French Bumd, We-fouwnd-lete of interest
on the wharf, for thers were fleets of howsebosts near by, a cargo of
cottonm, groups of lively urchins, peddlare, erefé -eof different

sot¥s; the French gunboet and the Lugusis met far away, and three

or four times spestecular displeys of eseris! skill,... three Japenese
aeroplanes, very fast ones, did stunts that held use spell-bound;, such
things as turning two somersaults, diving streight down and as sheerly
upward, playing teg ia the eky, Howewer, #e found the boet did neot
errive at 1, ror yet st 2, and at 2,20 we decided we hedbetter
investigate, Then we foumd it was due at 3,30, Actuslly our friends
said they hed arrived at Wopsung at 11330, but hed to wait for dooks

to be cleared] Then there was a decision to be mede : We hed declered
"opéen house"” for Ginling people the first Sunday of every month, so

one of us had to go home to receive any guests who might come, We
drew lots, and Ruth went home to aet eos hostees, and I stayed as the
welcome committee., The hour left to wait I spent in the Public Libdbrary,
The "Tsinan"™ came in shortly after 3:30 end there were Fiu-Em-léen and
Wang ¥ing-djen waving to me! Then the long weit until the small boat
discharged¥its hundreds of passengers, My attempt to find them ineide
proved a failure, o I waited hours it seemed at the&gangplabk for them
to appear, At last the four of them came in eight, r athergrimy and
travel-worn, and-wkile, They detided to try stayheg for the time at
McTyeire, so we bundled the luggage oufside and inside & ecar end took
another for ourselves and off we went, The girls in the rush of
bueinese at Hongkong had not been able to arrange about the telegram

80 a passenger getting off at Amoy had offered to send it,..thus th #-
mystery was solved, They came over hered to find Mrs, New, En-len's
majors, and two other students waiting for them,Awd What a reunion

it was, what a bevy of questions everyone had to ask§ The fous arrivele
toek turne getiing baths, and the others did the enterteinment,
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Now that these four feculty havd amrived, Ruth. can mwed more easily
work out plans for next semester, which—eregratualtytzktng—vherpe.
It is hoped that the various guest institutione may use théir own
faculty to do Freshmen and Sonrhomore work, at least, and let the
upper classmen take advanced work where mweceessery et S5St. John's and
the University of Shanghai. The presidents of Cheloo, Soochow,
Hanchow universityes are here and working hard £#b some sort of
wofkable scheme for this next semester, All three have desks in
Mre, Cressy's old office, endRuth will likely soon decide +to have
her desk there too, as thet would facilitate their-co=operetion,
The "correlated progremme" seeme to be in very good spirite this
year, and the #ifferent insititutions are only esking for the opport-
unity to correlategs A Ginling set of clessrooms erein the plans
Zperhpbas in the Y.7: building on Yuen Ming Yuen, end a Ginling hostel
mey become & reality, Indeed, 1t seems as though we might be a real
Ginling - though exiles @ag—pet- here in Shanghai,. Hovo#o*,‘¥hey ere
s yet only plens) emé When they msterielize Ruth will write you in
detail, But—they wound-execidbtwgsr~

AT .
Ruth's laby work is proceeding setisfectorily so fer, The St, John's
people, almost deily expect developmmnts which will make their continuasce
in the Academia Siniea(Did you know that Ruth'g theses students were
in the labgft%ere now, rather than on St, Jokn s campus?) but so
far everything is peaceful, Her students are needing less eand—ieses
oversight, so she will feeldfreer mew to devote herself to the nert
gemester's problems, Wang Ming-djen and “iu En-lan will be
especially helpful in shaping up the new progeemme, We do not «now
recently how Li-Ming is, for when we went to visit her on *“ew Year's
Day we could not get any answer 2t the door., &ITItEm tw new on
"days" end so relieved to be able to live oa & normal sechedule once
more, Towmerrew +e-her "one day in two weeks off*—wo-Bome of the
Nanking people are coming in for tea: Dr., and Mrs, Frice; Hlrs, Phil
Pricey Joy Smith and we hope the Jameses, “hen we go these days to
Community Church, it is remarkable how meny Nanking people appear:
recently Miss Simpson, Ellen Drummond, Migs Hyde., Mrs, Bates is
expected early in January. Alicé 4“orris has arrived from Tsingtao,
and is now out of work, but at present is doing soke library work
for St, Mary's.,” We expect Eva} Spicer in about a week's time, The
Kuling American School is coming to this Americen School, so we-
without any definite information- are entigipating the arrival pf
Mrs, Plummer Mills, the Thomson' s end the Feles’'s wemimps whom we
have lost treck of for some time neow, Li-Ming's husband has still
not come; apparently many people in iHankow tried to discourage our
quartette from attempting the hazardous journey, and even Dr, Wu
would frequently esk,"Well, have you msde up your minds?" Their
answer invariably wesjYes, we are going."

-2

We hear general news in the.papers of “anking, but nothing definite
U“ias{

anout Ginling,. ‘1nnie: letter (via Hankow and Hongkongd was
dated Dec, 2 and took 23 days to comé¢, The “anking P.0., staff ie here,
coming down river on Dec, 9, 2nd boybed= without any casualties-s on
the way, “rs. ®epler has had two 1letters from “Yeorge Fitch- they

were brought by hand- and he told how the men of the community were
having 28 their guests at a ¥e#248&##% Christmas Eve dinner pertv., tha
Nenking ladies, Thet sounds reassuring, The recent account in the
North China Christmesmorning- "from an independent reliable source"

is not comforting about conditions in the capital following the entrane
of the Japanese army:"hundreds massacred"”; "wholesale and semi-regular
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looting", "uncontrolledd disturbance of private homes including
offences against the security of women", desd bodies lying in the
streets"about ome to a city block".."sictims of shooting or bayoneting
Dec, 13" some "barberocusly cruel” bayonet wounds, “"soores of refugees
in camps and shelters had money and valuables removed from their

slight possessionsj"terror indescriballe? We are keeping in touch

with the embassies in an attempt to get word to Minnie; we hear that

a merchant boat is leaving soon,

Christmes for us wes delightful. At Community Church there were three
Christmassy concerts; The White Christmas service Dr, James thogght
wes "elmost as good a8 we arrange gt Nanking? Then on Christmas EVE
we three were Mrs, New's guests at Children's Party, It was for
us & memorable occasion, to—thwe get— & glimpse into the Christmas
activities ofAChristian Chinese home, There were more than 30 first
cousins there, and the respective gwown-ups, There was the bringing
of the children's gifte for the poor children first, and lighting =
red candle et the same time; then carols; then individakl items of
enyertainment by various of the childrens Mrs, New explkained the
significence of the season, The Santa Claus arrived with bags of
cookbes, candies, ete. for each child, The children soonfidiscovered
it wes T.T. Zee. The children left us and had their supper and gifts
around the tree in Dr.New's operating-room which is to be kept for
occasions of this sort with the family, ‘“hen they were finished we
had our informal cafetaria style supper which was most satisfactory,
We cume home about 9330 quite filled with the Christmas spirit,

Christmes afternoon the Ginling group$¥faculty, alumnze, and students)
hed their Christmascelebration, It was held in the assembly room at
999 Bubbling Well Road, and was planned by the studentes, Just as the
meeting was about toéopen there came Dr, Wu's letterwhich cheered
everyone up immensely, annoumced the coming of the faculty, and set
forth some of herhopes for the future., We were so glad it arrived,
About 60 attended, Lee Kwoh-djen hed painted the Smith Building for
the platform and so we had a visibke Ginling with us, Mrs, New gave
the Christmas message of love rather than hate, of good-will rather
than revenge, Ruth gave Ginling news of the past months, T led in
prayer, Then in—ths tnuformel-paxi there were refreshments, carols,

a game, Ftt-was refreshing ito meet with the Gialinggroup; &0 much

of the time we see only scattered individuals that it is a joy %o
gather together for tW® joyful fellowship,

Wethink that Dr, Wu goes byplane to-day te Chengtu,
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Dr, Wu wrote 'us that the parcel contaiyning the pomelo had arrived,
It was on Nov, 9 that we put into aQ'auitcase,that the Kungs' were
to take to Nanking for usy; a bedjacket that Dr. Wu had asked us

to get, some biscuits and grapenuts for “inyio, letters, and a pomelo,
The taking of Nantso and the surrounding of Shenghei prevented the
parcel going a¥ once to Nanking, and we often laughingly wondered
about the condition of the pomeédo, Wedd®n Dec, 16 it errived for
Dr. Wu in Hankow, ‘¥t hed been taken wéme time after “ov. 9 to
Nanking, stayed there only half an hgur, end then went on to Hankow,
and finally was delivered.,.. the pomelo intact, Minnie*s bisucits and
grepenuts were ' by that time a long distance from Minnie, however,

so Dr, Wu gave them over to Eva, There could be e great written of
the fete of pareels in this war /timeg Futh's Chemistry books at

last reached here,..being more’t han a month somewhers en routs,

Shanghai still has i« excitement, When last I wrote you, there was
the Victory Parade and the attendant catastrophe, On the afternoon
of Rec. 17, there was a celebration here, parallel to that in
Nanking, as formal possession of the city became a fact, I was.dqwn
town teaching that Friday afternoon and from Yuen Ming Yuen Road/

a good view of the spectacular stunting of aeroplanes over Soochow
Creek and Hongkew, Ordinarily we would /epy dollars to see such
sighte, but here in Shanghai they are quite a common occurrence, and
altogether freel, We have been excited at the arrival of a succession
of boats: the survivors of the"Panay"; the "Ladybird®; the"Capetown"
with its skelston crew; the "Cricket"; the "Sacramento" with the
Tsingtao refugees, At the Country Hospital, one of the"Panay"

victims died, and more recently one of the "Ladybird" crew had to
have an eye removed,Qver the weekend there were four "incidents" in
the Settlement, and on Bunday morning there appeared a Proclamation
in the paper against the carrying or possession of arms and the

crime of challenging any "authoraty" in the Settlement, The Japanese
have taken control of ChiaoTung niveristys Y large refugee camp
hakbeen placed there, 80 the hospital part has been odered out by
to-morrow; and I haven t heard whether the refugees who arse well

will be incoporated into International Red Cross camps or not,

The Chako Tung is to be used as = university we hear. Miss Struthers
who is here carrying on work with Miss Legman and Miss Tsai says

that the Phonetic method isbeing used in the camps in the instruction
thatis being given., The Clothing Committee has moved its quarters

to gao Y.W.C.A.5 1t hopes to be able to hadn over the work to the
Y.Ws as soon as the sctual supply of garments is finishedy They hope
to be finished this month,

Shenghai managed to create some Christmas spirit this year, There
were two large lighted Christmastrees, Stores had cotto wool
ornaments, Christmas greems, bright lights. Some carried around
the inevitable Christmas parcels, but most of the buying was done
for refugees,., greens to liven their rice diet, half oranges for
the sick  andthe 1ITrw,

With the bestd of wishes to you, Miss Sritesty for the New Yeary, from

the Shanghei unit of Ginling,
I am, Yours very sincerely,

A{4>%6'1£Z/\ Afﬁ;CX14<




Ginling College, Nanking,
June 20, 1937

My dear friangs,

About six weeks ago we had our spring wacation, and those
students who weren't unlucky enough to be Seniors behind with
theses or in the midst of preparations for their Comprehensive
Exemination, and those faculty members who were not ewamped
with work set off for expeditions, They went in three directions:
60 north to Tai Shan and Choufu to visit the sacred mountain
and Caonfucius' birthplace~ a trip we did four years agos about
twenty towards Shanghal on a Sociological trip of investigation;
19 to Hwang Shan, to the east, in the neighboring province of
Anhwei, Everyone came back with shining faces, and renewed zest
to finish the semester, and I think each group was convinced theirs
was the most exciting, The TaiShan gfoup had in comprrison with
four years ago, comparative comfort, The car- provided by the
railroad was more comfortabley the baggage racks were wide enough
this time to “o0ld sleepérs] The trip to Confucius® tomb which
we did in bunrny Peking carts was this time accomplfshed in twpnty
minutes by bus! It seems that the Peking carts have exchanged
their wooden wheels for rubber tires! In comparisor, we feel we
were pioneers, The reason for the rubber tires is that the wooden
ttheeledy springless carts were breaking down the roads, so the
rubber tires eare compulsory, So China moves on,

I want to tell you about the five glorious days we had at
hwong Shan, This mountain-Yellow Mountein- has been until recdntly
quite inneccessible, except to botany hikermx and the like, It is
about 7000 feét high, very rugged and precipitous, Before we left
there were rumours of bandits, and a bus that had not long ago been
reaided by bandits, nndthe money confiscated, Then there was the
rumour that no féreigner could go; it happened that there were
four of us keen on the trip; nnd on the ndvice of the British and
American consuls here we secured visas for the Interior, and left
with & 1little excited feeling that there might be trotible, Another
story went thq rounds that one member ofa certesin party became
isolated from the rest, was surrounded with monkeys and killed} We
laughed at this, of course, nnd not all the time we were there, did
we so much aw c¢atch sight of = monkey,

I joined the expedition quite late ,, which is one way, I
found, of not having any responsibility] A very effieient committee
sent us mimoegraphed npotices about the plan of the trip,~ the appros=-
imete timesof arrival and departure, the necessities for food,
clean sheets at the monnsteries, money, wnrm clothing for the top
of the mountnin, ete, ond ended with COME 1IN GOOD SPIRITS AND IN
GOOD TIME, We started out on Tuesday evening about 7 o'clock from
e Nanking station end that night went by train about 60 miles,
There were tvwo goups in the 19 members: three went by private cear,
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and the rest of us in one group, The three went ahead that night
and arrangeéd for sleeping quarterse no easy matter in a Chinese
city, On the way we passed Tsai Shih-chi, a hill historic with
associationn of Li Tai Po, an ancient poet, and beautiful with

its glorious pines, and its view of the Yangtze, nndthe level country,
This is one o 1y favorite spots in China, and I go a couple times
& year if T gc¢i the opportunity, Arrived in Wuhu, five of us went
to the Episcopnl Mission and the others were allotted to two other
missions, We hadthe best report to make in the morning, for we had
comfortnble beds, no mosquitoes, and excellent breakfasts, There
were some who had reported very leittle sleep,

Two hours by train, We hnd pleasure in watching the country
pass us by, It wes the season just between the wheat harvesting
and the transplanting of the rice, The rice in this arqﬁiooked very
sickly, for the seed bels, .instead of the usual brilliant green, were
almost white- due to the too frequent rains this spring, On the
highest ground some men were busy cutting the wheat with the sickle,
In some places, the whent had been cut, dried, and threshed, and the
lend was being plowed for the rice, It was a strange sort of plow=
ings the weter had nlrendy been turned on the fields, and now
covered all signs of the enrth, A man with a wnter buffalo and
a one-furrow plow went round and round the tiny fields, and after
they were finished there were only n few clods appearing above.
the surface =as a visible result- an epproximate sort of plowing it
looked, The buffalo was slow and ungainly in his movements, and
both buffelo and man stood knee-deep in water and mud, Here and
there we saw the morning's wesh being done: in some cnses at the
bdge of a pond a woman or perhaps half r dozen pounded the clothes
nnd swished them in the coldwater, and pounded them agnin, In other
places what seemdd to me like & dry wesh wns being done before doors
in wooden tubs, At one place it was evidently a holiday, for
2ll roads (main ronds, even paths between the fields) were dotted
with people dressed in their best clothes, Finally we sow the
focusy n hillside nlrendy dotted with hundreds of people, Only the
plowmen seemd to take no holiday, Apparently it is what is.enlled
n temple gnthering, partly socinl, partly religious, perhaps
more then either a community semi-political meeeting, that is,
n New Life Movement gathering to instruet the people in good
citizenship, Meny of the children and women wore what is called
peasant cloth, a materisl woven in their homes, either blue flowers
pm a white ground, or vice versa, The scenery was colorful, for
pow and again we saw uncovered the very red soil, and there were
more nand more frequent splashes of wild white rose which later on
grew more and more luxuriant, with long sprays two or three feet
long, and individurl flowers a couple incles across, About “%,30
ve came into quite a different aren, with many pine trees, larger
fields, mostly whert, and hills in the distance,

At 10,13 we reached the end of the train trip. In the station
I saw large baskets in two or three layere from which came a peeping,




When I asked the man, he rather indulgently lifted the 1id , rnd i,.
side were hundreds of newly hatched ducks, a lovely sight,

Then we climbed into » private bus and begnrn an eight or nine-
hour journey which mrde us rqvenously hungry and very sleepy. The
bus was supposed to hold 23 = just how we were not sure- so we
put our beggage on the back sents rather than on top outside, and
the sixteen of us found pleces, and started off, The front seats
were decidedly less jolty so we changed off occasionally, The
countryside wans a picture, and grndually became more and more
spectacular:s wheat shoulder high; rice plots a vivid green; ranges
of moumteins 4in the distence, rising steeply up; yellow mustard
being harvested, and #ried out by being stood up in a sort of tiny
stook with the pods down, the straw up; golden azaleas making a spot
of vividness here and there; more and more white roses; o bamboo
grove that must have been at lenst = mile long and half ns wides
the startling growth of bamboo, for we could see the newly sprouted
shoots anywhere from a foot to six feet high and still no sign of
leaves.,.you can almost see bamboos gro. 3 yellow locust flowers;
more wisteria than I have ever before seen, for the bushes followed
the course of a creek for miles, The roand grew more exciting,
for there were sharp hairpin curves, and every turn broughta new
unfolding of hills, and plein, We had a little rest when we changed
drivers, ~nd the bus wns filled wp with gns, We explored an
interesting old street nnd some purchased bamboo articles, peanuts,
wide-brimmed straw heta, The car developed =n loose steering gear
very soon nfter this, and those who sat near the front knew how
dangerous it was to drive on these roads; there was nothing to be
done, however, so the driver went more slowly, and we hed no
difficulty. The lest pert of the journey we followed the course
of a roaring mountain stream with sparkling clear weter, a roar and
e rush that reminded me of the streams in the Canandian Rockies, In
our whole trip we always slept within sound of a mountain stream; it
was very soothing, There were seversl old pagodas along the way, and
the rbidges, single-spanned, even as much rs five-spanned, were
most picturesque,

We had brought nlong food for the day, but had ~ 1little trouble
consuming eny liquid foods while the bus rumbled rlong, Everyone
wes light-hearted, rerdy for the adventure, end we felt thnt hourly
our sense of comradeship was growing, Of the sixteen in the bus,
three were students, 2nd three were strangers to most of us, However,
they soon were known to us, and we had o gey time, Two of the Chinese
men wrote poetry asthey were inspired by the views, nnc lnter left
e poem at ome of the monnsteries as n memento of our trip, Some
tried to sleep with their heads on the baggrge in the back sent but
this inveriably ended in n severe shock as the bus hit o bad spot.
The roed has not been finished long, and is fair for a new road
We pessed dozens of army trucks, often heavily londed, so they u;e
likely responsible for much of the roughness of the rond, A railroad
is under construction, and ought to be finihsed with a year, Then
the long bus trip will be no longer necessary, It was strange that
we foreigners seemdd to gain for the group more than usunl courtesy
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rather than causing difficulty, At every sizable town we pnssed
through, a policeman entered the bus, looked round, cou?ted the
foreigners, nnd seid something like this: "Your friends' car hos .,
Just gone through; we have telephomed nhend; they are expecting you,
It seems they were under the misnpprehension that the American
Minister was with us, so0 this was why we had all the attention
showered upon us, Anyway no one esked to see our visa, so that was

only a scare,

We re~ched the foot of the mountain sbout 8,20 pem, and were held
up half an hour while two bus companies deeided whether either one
would transport us eond our luggnge the mile or two up to the Chinan
Travel Hotel (The China Travel Service is n rather new, but efficient
mervice bureau which makes travel simple now,) After r while we
were put into an ordinery truck nnd wijirled up the winding road that
looked frightening in the derk, for we snw only the outlines of
great hills on every side from the light ccst by the truck,

Then hot baths in the sulphur spring wnter, and slecp on the cnmp
cots, The Committee hnd 2 couple hours' work arrangin~ for cheairs
and the other detnils aes to carriers for the luggaze, ~etting the
route decided, etc, We other fortunate ones slept from 9 to 5,
when we were swonkened fop breakfrst, We thought we had left the
early morning bugle prrctice behind in Nanking, but found the same
tune was being indifferently played on the side of the mountain!

Some took individusl cheirs, others doubled up nnd changed off,
Two others rnd I took one together, and I stnrted off, since I was
the henviest ~ one wey of keeping the cnrrigrs good=humored, to let
them know the henviest weight first! It was o clenr morning, rnd
wo sterted up through heecvily wooded prths with pench trees in
blossom, reAd rznlens out, delicate mruve wood violets near our
path, luxuriant greenery, It wns n thrilling experience, As we
came out into more open pnths, we caught sigzht of strnight black
granite cliffs towering above and beyond, nnd the mists shifted
around the very summits, The PEnes were the rugged, knotted kind
that con grow out of sheer rock, ~nd mnde unique 8ilhouettes,
Although there were nineteen of us (plus three police sent along for
protection ,... we noticed they wore generelly with the men of the
prrtyl) we never herd the feeling of thert many, for it turned out
thet two, or three or four trrvelled together, and the groupings
varied continually, This wns n restful fenture of the outing,
Certainly our eyes hed to "look upy The ascent wes generally series
of sherp steps with an occasional level stretch, ard we all
wondered how we would stend the whole climb, unaccustomed as we were
to climbing,

One of the joys of the mountnins in Chine is the poetic and
cuggestive namee attached to points of rock and peaks, Our first
halt wes at the Light of Mercy Temple where we saw the place where
the rice pot for & thousand pedtple head stood; then on iy 11 o'clock
to Half-Way Mountain, Here it ranined smartly and our rrdour was
e little dampened by the way it kept on, It was emusing to henr the
differing opinions about the weather; one man seid it would stop in
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minutep, We chose to believe him, and he was right, Theh at

2 o'clpek we had regched the Threshold of Heaven, & lovely valley
between two sheer cliffs of rock and so many steps in sight thet
they frightened one, The adventurous ones decided tc climb to
Heaven; not wanting to be outdone I started, but went only about
two-thirdsof the way, =nd then waited till the rest came down, The
less adventurous started up the steps opposite, on their way to

the monastery where we were to spend the night, They reanched their
haven before the rain begen again, but the heaven climbers came
down soeked through, I had descended, and tried in the downpour
to keep dry inside one of the sedon chairs, with nll the cameras
clutched to me, My feet and the bottom of my trousers got soaked,
but when nll the rest had come down and there seemed so sign of the
rain letting up, we started to the monastery, only to be met with

o coolie and e pile of reaincoats, We made 2 quick march to our
destinntion, and completely missed the place where the others
hadbeen frightened by precipices on either wide, Feeling e~ little
injured ,we arrived, and were hustled into dry clothes from our
luggage which had likewise arrived dry, Our view outside was

just a couple rocks, thick mists, and a rhododendron bush in full
bloom, We knew we were 6000 feet up, and it was a queer feeling

to be hemmed in by such narrow boundaries, Then aupper(vegetarian
diet because Buddhists do not eat meat)an hour of story telling,
some chat, some time spent nround = single charcoeal” burner in’an
attempt to dry out the wet garments, then to bed, There were three
in our room, & nice clean room lined with fragrant pine, Our beds
were four boards put down on wooden horses, and covered by a coyple
comforters, I did not know boards could be so hard, and my two
nights on them did not make me enthusiastic for this aspect of the
simple 1life, ‘

The next morning, there was & hopeful 1ift to the mists, but
not mych assurance of good weather, The Scholars' Monastery people
told us one group had had to stay there five days! Acnin there
was discussion a-plenty as to our future movements, b:t at 9,30
the mists cleared a 1ittle, and off we started,Our first hour was
memorable, for first we descended steps for so long that we wondered
if we would soon be at the bottom of the mountain, all the the time
cloaked in thick mists, rain drops filling the air, nnd dripping from
every 'bush andtree, One sight I ghnll not forget was a bush of white
magnolias, their huge bloesoms outlined ngainst the black granite
rock, We were thankful that the step were of o rough rock that.
did not get slippery in the roin, Then, once nt the bottom, we
anscended just as sharply, so sharply that nll the eiders had to
get out and walk, Then we arrived nt Lotus Peak, and had glimpges
for a few seconds nt n time of the magnificent seeme around us,
thet made us exclaim at the beruty and variety of the rock formation,
Lunch at Herven's Level- en abbrevianted lunch for our stores were
getting low, but everyone sprend his supplies out, and all ate
heartily, Soon nfter the sun come out brilliantly, ~nd we were
greatly cheered, We went over less rugged country until about
4 o'clock we arrived at the next monastery, The Forest of Lions
where we were to stay the nfight, Once more we saw our wooden beds
being mede up, and then we made n side trip to West Sea, a wonderful
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Pinorama of deep caverns, purple shadows, row on row of hills
BPretching away to the horizon, It was amusing to hear the names
given to special formations of rock: boy praying before the Buddha;
old men peak, hen and chickens, pair of slippers, etc, At West Ben
ve saw the Pair of 8lippers and the 0ld Men Penk, Back to n more
delicious meal than on the previous night, The abbot was n man of
talent, and when we arrived was just finishing painting a scroll,
This trip mrde cla2ar for me the significance of many of the scenic
scrolls ., just mounteins, with their lmayers turned up verticeally,
mists, steps, Those scrolls had not meant much to me before, That
evening wes . re, for we had n sunset over sharp cliffs and a valley
spread out below; there were peach trees in blossom around uss the
air was clearj our sould had been uplifted all the day,

The next doy we descended... past Faith Peank, Perk of the White
Swans, Monk's Grave, Smow Villa Pagodn, and stopped for lunch at
Cloud Valley Monanstery, At one plnce we snw some historic pines
colled Gethering Light Pine, Writhitg Pine, Connecting and Continuing
Pine, We never seemed far from the Hu-hu of an owl that we never
caught sight of, He seemed so nssured and so calm from his
mountine eyrie looking down on us mortels, But what a joy for us to
be away from street-cnlls, honking of horns, pit-pit-pit of
machine-gun prncfice, the noise of neroplanes, We were in another
world, In the afternoon we snw the Nine Dragon Falls, but had
some discgreement if there were really nine stretches visible or
not, Om the wry we sew the people busy gathering the tea-leaves
into big strnw baskets with small necks, They sat as they picked
on little serts with one leg, n sharp pointed stick two feet long
that stuck into the earth, There were 1little orchards of Tung 0il
trées in blossom, and then the houses begnn to appear nerr the foot,
We stopped on the plain andhnd tea, Then there was a two mile
climb to the Chinn Travel Hotel, nnother hot bath, a good supper:
with some ment dishes which we welcomed, and for me n nine~hour
sleep within sound of the rushing water, This last day we had
travelled about 12 miles, One girl of the party, one teacher, and
2ll the men had wnlked the whole distence, and then next dny had
some sore muscles,

Our bus for nine hours more, n very close crtching of the train,
and back to Nnnking about 10,00 p,m, dusty, tired, but thrilled,
It has been on: of the big events of the year for 19 of us, It
cost us each nbout $8,75 gold, Most of the cost was for the bus
ride, so when the train goes through it will be o very inexpensive

trip.

Now we nre just finishing up the school year,.. with Baccanlaureate
Sundey, Commencement, Senior Banquet, Senior Class Night, etc, The
vonther has been most kind, for at nights we need some light blanket,
end occosionelly sweaters or coats in the mornings, This is very
unusunl for Nanking, Seon I nm off to Tsing¥ao for the Holiday~ =
ijolightful cool place in the north noted for its good beaches, For

next yeer I have the great joy of looking forward to Lillian, my
sisterycoming out as Dr, Wu's secretary for a year, Isn't that
wonderful for me?

With all good wishes to each one of you:;ﬁzwbduc&/







14 First Taiping Chuoh Rd, ,
Iltis Huk, Tsingteao,
September 3, 1 93 ¥/

Dear Ginling friends,

From our insatiable desire here to get news, and the latest news,
I ean appreciate your longing for direct informatiom of what is
happening here, We do not, of course, know what you are receiving
from other sources, but I know how the deys go and no letters written,
so perhaps you are not getting much word, Please forgive me if
I am just repeating what you already know, These days we often
wish for the all-seeing eye and understanding so that we might know
the truth of the many reports andhalf-reports that come to us, 1
feel we are being masde very suspicious in nature, =and before long
will w ant even from our friends proof for every statement they

make,

First of all vou will want to know the whemsebouts of the
Ginling staff, From our latest reports Jr, Wu (who will not leave,
she says unless rbsolutely necessary) is there carrying on under
the especially hard oconditions that "these timee arelike to lay
upon us”; Minnie Vautrin and Catherine Sutherdand are the two
foreign staff- Minnie went from Tsingtao to Ginling about July 21
hoping that she herself might go to Japan to the iducationel Conference
even though the Chinese delegztion could not, and she has been busy
with war preparations ever since, as her fine diary will tell those
of you who get a look at it, and Catherine on her return from a short
holiday at feitaho found work on the campus to be done and begged to
stey although the Americen Consulate was uyrging all American women
to leaw; Wang Ming-djen and five other East Court teachers are there;
until recently Chang Siago-sung and Chen Ping=d}i weme on the campus,
but ¥innie spoke of them wanting to get a boatup river, There are
nine students, and Mrs, Tsen hes four of her grandchildren with her,
At Tsingtao there are Ruth Chester and I, and my sister Lillian
who arrived in the thick of this but who on advice from us got =a
Japanese boat from Kobe and came over without difficulty; she is
now enjoying the lovely life here in this comast town, and getting
initiated in meny ways, We are so glsd she got over so that we can
be together, Herriet Wjitmer is with the W, ,F , M,.S. eroup at Gotemba
Japan, Kkttie Chin (P.E.) and Miss Chang(English) from Honolulu,
were on my #¥ster's boat, and went on to Hongkong, I have heard no
news of the Heacocks and Esther Rhodes, Dr, Reeves and EsthernBappert
who were holidaying in Szechuan are espparently planning to stay there
for the present, as Mrs, Ward is going up and taking winter clothing
for them, KEva Spicer is at Kuling, Louise Shoup was delayed in U,S,A,
we gather, Liu En-pan's home is in Teingtao is in Teingtao but we
havéd not seen her for weeks, and musttry to get in touch with her
soon,

I shall quote from Dr, Wu's letter which arrived to-day about the
plens now being made at Ginling, In the middle of the month of August
it was still hoped that sehool would open on time, and then the war
broke over Shanghei; at that time the Ministry of Education advised
Middle Schools and Colleges to delay opening unti, September 20,
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Then a few days ago cane word from Dr, Wu that we might not open

even then if conditions in Nanking continued in their present

stete, Then to-day comes this news: “Eefore yesterday were still
hoping thet there might be the possibility of doing some college

work thisfall, but yesterday afternoon 2 officials fame from the
Yinistry of Education to tell ues that we should postpone opening
college sgain, and indefinitely, This started us thinking more
seriously about what h:ud besn vaguely innour minds, that is, where
and how we may plan to do some work outside of Nanking, The University
of Nanking hesbeen thinking of West Chfna, and through preliminary
enquiry the West China University hns welcomed them to go there,

But it issuch s long distance away from where our girls sre that I

do not know at all if Ginling should also cenusider going up there,

I have asked kigs Wang Ming-djen to meke statistice of our students
according to summer addressés, nnd also showing their major subjects,
As you can eansily imagine, there is no coinecidence of the geograpl-
ijeal and the acndemic distributions, One other difficulty is that
many girls may have moved mway from their sriginsl addresses, and

we do not kxnow how to rench them at »resent,

"Begides Chengtu, the other rossibilities sre . uchang, Changshsa
and Shanghsi, I understand from ~“rs, Tsen that llwa-chung College campus
at “uchan ¢bhidé 1s very much ecrowded, and in Changshe many
government institutions are being started, Furthemore the planes
have bomberded Hankow eand visited Changbh also, If they should
aiw et disrupting means of communication, then neither Juchang
or Chengshe may escepe from disturbance,

"As for Shenghei, =ltho there ere gquite a number of our own
girls there, we nre not likely to consider it unless the ~nglish
proposal of making it a neutrmsl zone carries through,

"Minnie thought of the plan of setting different groups in
different places, For instance, gsfetting the Juniors'and Seniors’
Sociology majors in one place, and the geogrephy in anothers; our
profedsors going with them to whetever institutions we mey hope to
co~operate with,

"All this is merely to thow you thet we are trying to do some
plenning, rndes soon as something more tangible is worked out, we
shall let you know et once, Then vou may perhaps look forward to
resuming work before very long,”

And this from o mimeographed letter of August 28: "During the past
22 years of her history, Ginling hes gone through many crises with
the wonderful support of faculty, nlumnae, students and friends, HNow
wvhennwe face agnain a diffieult period in our national struggle for
existence, I have full confidence that Ginling will again have the
loyal support and co-operation from each of you, wherever you are, "

Catherine writing last week for Dr, Wu s=ys," -tecently theraids
have been at night, with the lovely full moon, and lights have been
playing on the planes, so it is quite a sight, Ve stay inside mostly,
though Dr, 9u is hard to keep quiet, She seems absolutely fearless,
and theother night when ke happened to get czught in the library
building during one of the most exciting times, I could hardly get

her away f{rom the window, because she was so interested in watehing
Ly Wic o 2% ad u® Qe NI Mcdtmrivm amd Nlane Vine® w arvived fram Painine
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on Sunday, hrving teken just fifteen days to get here, going by way
of Tientsin, Tentai, “eihsien snd Tsinan,” 50 these bits mey illum=-
inste the &tmoesphere of “anking, sndthe generzal disruption that may
oecur in communicaetions,

Talking about commnunications, “rs, ¥ard took 19 hours to go from
Shenghai to “anking, andthought that was fast in these days,/They
(Dr, ¥e Candlies and ¥rs, 7“ard) had to walk about a mile over the
break in the track nesr Shanghai where a bridge had been blown up, krs,
dard had sat at Jessfield station several times trying to get a trein,
but often there was none,” 4And the {elegrums are the most unnreiet-
z2ble of all, One sent by Jr, %“u to me Saturday, August 14 L
reached here Thursday, August 2B; another sent Sunday, Augusti 15
arrived on August 21, teking +two weeks and five days respectively.
O# coursey, there is no Air-dpily; the best thing seems straight mail,
with a prayerin one®s heart thatnthet there will be no delay, #e get
the tiny daily"Tsingteao Times"; the lest"North-Chine Daily" is August
27y but the last few days not even the mimeographed two sheets of
the Nanking edition of the"China Press” kas been erriving, e listen
open-mouthed to the letters which come through from eye-witnesses in
Nanking, 3henghai, ete. I shallnever forget the scane at the ‘singteso
railwny sintion »s8 early as -ugust 1 when there was the mob of
Chinese leaving this place, <‘he sieation was full of people, half of
them asleep 4, heads on some of the conglomerate packages they were
taking with them, JIaside the Cecond e¢lass enrriage the sisles were
crowded with bundles, there were several peonle for each meat, babies
were nsleep in the wash-rooms snd entreuces, there were no red-caps.
no chance of getting near the beggage-car, vYenona Wilk#ason whom
we wers seeing off wrote of the awfulnesas of the crowds of frightened
pveople, the babies who died on the platform in Tsinan, the wild
cheering of the troop trains they mpssed, the two dasv' weit in Tsinan,
The redio is a grekthelp; those who have them spend hourse each day
listening, and welcome all comers, 5Some people type out the highlights
g0 visitore msy read gquiekly whet has transp ired, The scores of
personel messeges make us realize how scettered families in China
rrey, vet how cour=geous they are, inen we hear gny news, the first
querw hesto do with "when" it was received, for things haprpen so
fast that the time element is all important,

And we now realize even from this safe vantzge-point what the gogs
of war unleashed may bring, PFPanie, terror, feesr, distress have their
victims these days, “e heer stories of the i{rag eidies in Shanghai
that do ndt bear repetition, and that evey one woulld like to forget,
Posseessione mean nothing these deys when life i#s held so cheap, e
are thinking what we shall do aboui wsrm clothing, now that the
teng in the air reminds us of zutuan, ‘¢ have sent word to Ginling
to pack us some necesssaries and send them by someone coming up if
possible, for the railway will not +tkke freight in these uncertsain
times, Outwardly 1ife goes on very smoothly here; we rre settling
down to more ofa sghedule of work since the beginning of September,
The see is glorious and the deily eswim » delight, “sst night we had
®# very enjoybale concertof loecal trmlent ,end found it haptd to believe
that not very far away there were bombs bursting, and shrapnel taking
ite toll, ¥e are going for o carrisge drive in to the ecity this
nfternoon, shopping, end stayiang for dinner, Now it is time for our
swim, s0 I must say good-bye with the heartiest of all good wishes
from Ginling at Tsingtmo, I forgot to say Alice Xorris lives just
reroaes dthe street, and runs in sndout frequently, Yours, Florence Xirk
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Tsingtao, Sept. 5,1'37.
Dear Rebecca:-

Florence Kirk has just written a letter to Ginling-
ers at home to tell them a little of how things are
from our Tsingtao angle. Some of it will be repetition
of things you have already had from Dr. Wu I presume
but some may be new and we are sending you a copy.

Your cable came Friday morning and I am sorry I
didn't get the answer off a little more promptly, but
it was not convenient to go into town immediately and
when I did get there it was delayed another few hours xm
because I found that neither the usual deferred rate nor
the special 25 word message were in force any longer
so it was going to be very expensive and I thought it be®
ter to try to sedd part of it in code and had to hunt up a
code book. Expenses are heavy living here and cs&sh is
sometimes difficult to get so I was lo&th to spend any
more than necessary on it. I hope it will be clear and
will tell you what you want to know. OSo far Tsingtao has
been peaceful except for rumors which have now largely
stopped with the completion of the evacuation of all
Japanese. Responsible officials, including British add
American consuls do not seem to expect trouble here and
are not urging people to leave at all. Naturszlly we mub
prefer to remain here where we can keep in close touch
with Nanking. So we have no evacuation plans whatever.
The consuls of course have plans ready in case some une@
pected emergency should arise. In that case we should
be taken off on gunboats and should have no choice as to
where we would go. They would take us to the nearest pxx
place they felt it safe to dump us, but I don't know what
that would be. In any case home newspapers would then be
sure to give the report of where they took us. We consid-
er ourselves very fortunate to be here for it is such a
beautiful spot and we are perfectly comfortable, living
normally and enjoying swimming and other vacation acti-
vities as much as it is possible to enjoy anything when
one's heart is full of the terrible tragedies that are
occurring not far away, and with a completely uncertain
future. So unless Dr. Wu sends instructions to do some-
thing else we shall probably be here for some time. We
are doing some work and if we stay on longer and have no
regular teaching or other such work we hope to get in some
licks on the language - there is always plenty to do th Te.
Alice Morris is also here, besides Florence and Lillian
Kirk, but as all her family are here too I did not think
it necessary to include her in the chble.

I have two splendid letters from you in my pile of
supposedly unanswered ones, but they are of suct an old




oy

%95‘1027

date that I hope it is a mistake and that they really
have been answered. But I know I did not get caught
up last summer and that I have written almost no let-
ters since them until this summer. I did a few at the.
beginning of this summer ami then rather petered out
on my good resélutions and there are still many that
ought to be done. So I am afraid it is possible that
I have treated you even worse than usual, and my best
is pretty bad. I have not been too well for the last
year and more and it is very easy to let that be an
excuse for more laziness than the condition really
warrants.

I am so glad you met my sister. She is a dear ad
you are quite right that with her and her lovely home
open to me I am far from feeling completely bereft in
the loss of the old home. I am looking forward very
much to being with her next year when I am due to go
home. Sometimes I wonder if I may not find myself therm
sooner than I now expect, for if it proves impossible
to carry on any regular work this year I think Dr. Wum
may feel it is better for me to take an early furlough.
However I am not wanting that and do not. expect to sug-
gest 1t, though I shall be willing to do it if she feels
it would be better.

Lillian Kirk came right over foom Japan with no
trouble at all and in just a few days from her landing
in Yokahama she was here. It is fime they can be to-
gether.

This is not very much af a letter, but our minds ae
so completely filled with one thingg that everything
else seems too unimportant to mention and there is not
much use trying to write much about that. I am afraid
it is going to be worse before it can be better and it
is very hard to sit by and watch it all and feel so helps
less and so useless.

)
I hope you are keeping well and enjoying life. It
is a great satisfaction to have you doing so much for
Ginling at the home end. My love to you, always,

Q.
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Suite 903

160 Fifth Avemue
Hew York, New York
September 15, 1937

My dear UWrs. Kirks

We have been deeply concermed about all of the Ginling
people in Chima. We began about the 1llth of August to colleoct all the
information that we could concerning them. Ireeident Tu of Ginling
oabled us that Florence Kirk was at Tsingtao. I wrote to Sesketoon to
find out when Lillian Kirk had sailed, and found out that she had gome
on the Pmpress of Cananda on the 7th of August. We had on that boat an-
other teacher goin_  ©o Cinling, and we have had a letter from her erittem
at Yokahama dated August 21st, which reached us yesterday. That letter
states that Lillian Kirk left the Bumprecs of Canada at Yokahama and was
going on to Tcingtao to be with her sister.

At Tsingtao there are several people who have been spdnd-
ing the summer vacation there. We cabled ome of them the 3Jlst of Auguat
asking them to let us know the plans of those there and said in the cavle,
"include Florence, Lillian Xirk." On the fourth of September an answer
was recelived which said, "Kirks, Chester will not go unless it is a case
of emergency."” Our interpretation of that is that as late as tne fourth
of September both Florence and Lillian Kirk were in Tsingtao «nd they in-
tended to stay there unless an ewmergency in Teingtae arose. Tsingteo has
been considered the safest place in Fast China during the whoe of this
terrible experience through which China ie going. Of course no one can
guarantee how long that will last, but¢ there are apparently at Tsingtao
plenty of American naval boats which can be used for quick evacuation if
it becomes necessary.

We shall put your name in the family list and send to
you any informatiom which the office gets concerming Ginling and its staff,
Please do nmot hesitate to write us at any time any questions which may
arise in your mind conocerning Florence and Lillian Kirk.

Very sinocerely yours,




foerd 10 [#]37

Apartment A, 321 Ave. Petain,

Shanghai, October 15. 1 9 c% 7
€

Dear Miss Griest,

This is our first report of what we have been doing in Shanghai for
Ginling. We—shall-tzy in-future to send you the weekly reports you
wish for. Thismorning-I—have spoken-¥e lirs. New, and she will see
that the first project of Ginling Alumnae in Refugee work is reportedp
$he is starting another which she hopes the Alumnae and undergraduates
may do together; this has to do with distribution of clothes and supplies
that have come in and are coming in to the refugees. She wants this
to be a distinctly Ginling College project, too. We shall try to. get
any interesting alumnae material we can get to-yeu.

Compared with the peace of our campus in Nanking, Shanghai just now
is a strange place to begin college work in. Air-raids become almost a
matter of course these days; sometimes we have been waked at 5 a.m. by
gunn¥ng and bombing. Last week it rained almost all the time, so there
was a comparative lull in war proceedings. Now we are having sunny
weather, with bright blue skies, and the air-battles are more severe than
ever. We hear that the Jepanese are attempting to oput short work to the
Shanghai affair, to finish it up with in a week. Yesterday we had
very heavy air-raids. Wkkn Lillian and I were down town after lunch
we stopped several times on Bubbling Wekl Road to watch the six planes
emreering around; we could not distinguish the bombs being dropre d, but
we hes the deafening reports, and see by this morning's paper that
bomb§f ropped inside the International Settlement south of Soochow Creek,
causing a gpanic similer to that on the terrible "Bloody Saturday.®” If
we had gone to a store near Soochow Creek that we thought of visiting, we
would have been in the thick of it. | About 5.45 we went on the roof
garden of this apartment house, and watched the heavy colums of smoke
from a fire in Chapei, the growing flames of another huge fire, the
aeroplanes going at times right over our heads, and then aboutﬂéf the
firewbrks, consisting of the bursting anit-aircraft shells, the brilliant
red tracer bullets, the criss-crossing searchlights trying to aiscoier
somé& planes that were doing damage. The reports from heavy gunning and
the bomba were louder than we have heard before.] We are learning to
jdentify by sound such aspects of war as power dives, bombs, heavy gunn-
ing, anti-aircraft. Chinesé&e planes seldom go up, we are told, there
being frequently a 1lone plane 1in the evening which arouses heavy
firing from the Japanese, use of searchlights, tracer bullets, etc.

I tell you this to let you know some of the elements in life here
which _distract attention of students and faculty in this distressing
time. I think we are all a little uncomfortable when planes go directly
overhead, for we have learned that "accidents" are not unusuval. _Life is
not "ten parts" safe when such things happen as happened Ehe day before
yesterday.. a two-foot piece of steel rail weighing 22 pounds travelled
o mile from the North Station to a point within a block ef Nanking Road,
a1l this without wo unding a single person. Other drawbacks are:
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crowd. ed living-quarters which make it difficult for the girls to settle
down to study: one girl told me there were 47 people in her home, her

own immediate family, her grandparents, uncles, their children,etc. Then
the giels spend so much time getting to and from classes; buses and
trams run regularly, but distances are often very great. Books cause
difficulties, or rather the lack of them. Certain books are pgescribed
for courses, but the universities cannot get at their books,ﬂ ey cannot
be bought, so the students have to use one or two reference books for the
whole class. They are generous girls, and we are hoping that gradually
we can solve some of their problems, and thus make it possible for them

to do some good work.

You will want to know what we have accomplished during the three weeks
we have been here in Shanghai. Ruth Chester has the rather alarming
title of"&cting Dean Shanghai Emergency Unit of Ginling College." Soon
after arriving she esteblished herself officially for the time at the
International Y.W.C.A,, 999 Bubbling Well Road] with office hours from
10 to 12 each morning} The Y.WfEWasq very sympatethic with us in our
difficulties of getting under way, and said that somehowhey could
arrange to give us space for office hours. 150 they said we might use
the tea-room, and{ Mrs. W.S. New with her usual generossty lent us a
desk and filing Cabinet and chair, I shopped for office Supplies on a
small scale, and Ruth started interviewing students. Two days after our
arrivalije hagjthe girls came to a general Ginling meeting to explain-te
them—the plan for the Shanghai Emergency unit. There were forty girls
present, and our hearts were cheered to see the group of bright eager
girls who outwardly were as we had known them in Nanking, but who had all
gone through anxious weeks in shanghai. The Alumnae and Mrs. New gave
us invaluable help in planning that meeting and making the necessary
arrangements., Yesterday we had the second meeting of the group, and we
feel that almost insuperable difficulties(or what seemed so at first) he
have been overcome. Many problems have worked themselves out, and we
trust others will find as easy solution. The countless friends and
sympathizegﬁ‘ f Ginling have made this possible. The girls have decided
to meeﬂf?%gulérly once every two weeks, #idcedy on Sunday, as-ell-eother
days are completely filled; Yesterdsy a letter from Dr. Wu arrived just
before the meeting, and she told us of the date for the Founder's Day
celegration, October 30, and urged us to see what can be done to have
Some special activities here. It is hoped that in the regular meetings
the Alumnae mey somehow be brought closer in touch with the undergraduate
but you will be hearing details of that later on,

The plan here has been to register Ginling girls with three institatias
- The University of Shanghai, St. John's University, and the National
Conservatory of lusic. These institutions have been delightfully cordial
in co-operating with Ginling. They are allowing Ginling girls to enter
their classes as "guest students": Ruth has lightened their work by
registering the students for them. These universities are working unde
very special handicaps: the University of Shanghai and St. John's are
respectively in down town quarters, Yuen Ming Yuen Road, quite near
soochow Creek, and on Nanking Road. Their quarters are very cramped.,
Their staff is incomplete, many members having been caught away on holidg
and unable to get back, or having been evacuated in August from Shanghai.
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The Univ. of S'hai ha@ not been able to evacuate their books. The Science
stidents are perhaps worst off, for 1ittle or nothing of laboratory equip-
ment has been gotten in; St, John's is giving no laboratory science
courses, and the Univ. orshMidE™ s doing a few, I believe. St. John's
Medical School is carrying on, on the 0old campus. Ruth got permission
for one of our pre-meds to attend theregthis student got caught here

and was not able to get to P.U.M.C.¢= but her parents would not give

her permission to study in what they thought a dangerous area. Ruth's
thesis students can work in the Biochemistry lav. at St. John's, but
Ruth is requiring that each Senior gets a signed permission from her
parents that she will be allowed to go out. You can see that one result
of these war time conditions would be the limitation of courses given in
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